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When an electorate is tired of the ruling parties both at the Centre and at the State level during an 

Assembly election — even if these parties are opponents — the chances that people will vote for a fresh 

alternative are high. But this does not always happen in Indian elections. Parties professing to be an alternative to 

the established ones take time to emerge, even if they are the product of social or political movements. Electoral 

success is achieved only if they cross a high threshold of competitiveness that is made possible through messaging 

and organisation besides peoples’ yearning for change. The Aam Aadmi Party’s spectacular triumph in Punjab — 

winning 92 of the 117 constituencies — needs to be tempered with the fact that it won 42% of the votes in what 

was largely a triangular contest with the Congress (23%) and the Shiromani Akali Dal (20.2%). In 2017, AAP won 20 

seats with a 23.7% vote share, but its victories were largely concentrated in the southern Malwa region. This time, 

in 2022, its vote share (47.2%) was the highest in Malwa. It also managed a credible 30.2% and 36.8% in the Doab 

and Majha regions, respectively, helping it sweep the State. 

Of the three major losing parties including the BJP, the Congress looked to be the best placed a year ago. 

Strongly mobilised opposition to the BJP government’s farm laws had caused the BJP-SAD alliance to break up. 

While the Captain Amarinder Singh-led Congress government had not fully lived up to expectations, the party had 

little to lose from the agitations and could have capitalised on the public mood by seeking to implement its 

promises made in 2017. But an ill-conceived move by its high command, forcing out Capt. Amarinder and 

empowering the rabble-rousing, party-hopping former cricketer, Navjot Singh Sidhu, to take over the reins of the 

party created unnecessary tumult. Even the party’s last minute promotion of the new Chief Minister, Charanjit 

Singh Channi, was not enough to shift the mood of the electorate, which had lost patience with the party, now 

riven by internal bickering. The electorate’s dissatisfaction with the Centre and the Congress regime in the State is 

evident in the CSDS Lokniti Survey: a net negative satisfaction of -44 and -52 points, respectively. With grievances 

and anger over the corruption under the previous SAD regime still fresh, AAP emerged as the default alternative. 

Its promises of clean governance and populist measures in health, education and power supply — already 

implemented in Delhi — were able to sway a large section of a disenchanted electorate. But it is one thing to 

succeed in governance in what is largely a municipality by eschewing ideological perspectives and focusing on just 

populist measures. It will be a challenge to effect this in an important border State such as Punjab. AAP has its task 

cut out. 

 

 mood (noun) – frame of mind, state of mind; 

atmosphere, feeling. 

 victorious (adjective) – successful, triumphant, 

winning. 

 reliance (noun) – dependence. 

 populism (noun) – policies that supposedly 

represent the opinions of ordinary people 

(Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 governance (noun) – the act of governing 

something; administration. 

 electorate (noun) – all the people who entitled to 

vote in an election. 

 opponent (noun) – archfoe, nemesis, adversary, 

antagonist, enemy, foe. 

 chances (noun) – likelihood, probability, prospect. 

 alternative (noun) – option, choice, other 

possibility. 

 profess (verb) – state, affirm, claim. 

 established (adjective) – well known, recognized, 

acknowledged. 

 product (noun) – result, consequence, outcome. 

 movement (noun) – campaign, drive, push. 

 threshold (noun) – it is an amount, level, or limit of 

something. Once the threshold is reached, 

something else happens or changes; lower limit, 

starting point, point of entry. 

 competitiveness (noun) – determination, diligence, 

drive, energy, initiative, motivation, push, 

aggression. 

 messaging (noun) – brainstorming, communicating,  

approaching. 

 organization (noun) – planning, arrangement, 

coordination, structuring. 

 besides (preposition) – except, except for, apart 

from, other than, barring, excluding. 

 yearning (noun) – longing, craving desire, wish, 

appetite. 

 spectacular (adjective) – magnificent, sumptuous, 

impressive, superb. 

 triumph (noun) – victory, win, success. 

 constituency (noun) – a particular area whose 

voters elect a representative to a legislative body. 

 temper (verb) – moderate, modify, tone down, 

mitigate. 

 triangular (adjective) – three-sided, three-

cornered. 

 concentrate (verb) – focus, direct, centre, 

centralize. 
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 credible (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 

reliable, dependable; believable, plausible, 

reasonable. 

 respectively (adverb) – separately, individually. 

 alliance (noun) – association, union, partnership. 

 sweep (verb) – win all/maximum (constituency); 

win each one of the constituency. 

 be placed (verb) – have a particular advantage due 

to one’s position or circumstances. 

 mobilise (verb) – (of resources) bring together for a 

specific cause. 

 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to 

three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament 

in September 2020. The three acts are “The 

Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion 

and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) allows 

farmers to sell their harvest outside the notified 

Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) 

mandis without paying any State taxes or fees”, 

“the Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 

Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services 

Act, 2020 facilitates contract farming and direct 

marketing”, and “the Essential Commodities 

(Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates the 

production, storage, movement and sale of several 

major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible 

oils and onion, except in the case of extraordinary 

circumstances”. 

 alliance (noun) – association, union, partnership. 

 break up (phrasal verb) –  disband, separate; put to 

an end, bring to an end.  

 live up to (phrasal verb) – come up to, reach, 

satisfy, fulfil, achieve. 

 have little to lose (phrase) – to get into a 

somewhat difficult situation; be in somewhat worse 

situation if fail. 

 agitation (noun) – (public) protest. 

 capitalise on (verb) – take advantage of, use, make 

use of, benefit from. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 implement (verb) – execute, carry out. 

 ill-conceived (adjective) – absurd, ridiculous, 

laughable, not carefully planned. 

 move (noun) – initiative, step, action. 

 force out (phrasal verb) – pressurize someone to 

leave a job/position indirectly. 

 empower (verb) – authorize, permit, allow. 

 rabble-rousing (adjective) – agitating, defiant, 

disobedient. 

 party-hopping (noun) – an act of moving often 

from one place (party) to another place (party). 

 take over (phrasal verb) – take control of, take 

charge of, assume responsibility for. 

 reins (noun) – controlling power. (In general, rein is 

the long leather strap(s) attached to a horse’s head 

(usually on either sides), by which the rider controls 

a horse). 

 tumult (noun) – uproar, ruckus, agitation. 

 last minute (adjective) – careless, unsystematic, 

messy, thoughtless, inattentive, heedless, hasty, 

hurried. 

 promotion (noun) – elevation. 

 shift (verb) – alter, change, back. 

 lose patience (phrase) – to become irritated or 

upset on something, particularly waiting for 

something; become impatient, tire. 

 riven past participle of rive (verb) –  tear apart 

split, ripped apart, ruptured. 

 bickering (noun) – squabble, wrangle, quarrel, 

argument, fight. 

 dissatisfaction (noun) – discontent, 

disappointment, disaffection, disquiet, 

unhappiness, disgruntlement, frustration, vexation, 

annoyance, irritation, anger, exasperation, 

resentment. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 evident (verb) – visible, apparent, clear. 

 net (adjective) – final, end, ultimate, concluding, 

closing. 

 grievance (noun) – complaint, criticism, objection, 

protestation, charge, protest, problem. 

 populist (adjective) – relating to the politicians who 

claim that they are representing the 

common/ordinary people. 

 measure (noun) – action, course of action, 

procedure, step. 

 sway (verb) – influence, affect, bias, persuade, win 

over. 

 disenchanted (noun) – disillusioned, disappointed, 

dissatisfied, let down, fed up. 

 succeed (verb) – win, triumph, be victorious, prove 

superior. 

 largely (adverb) – mostly, mainly, generally. 

 municipality (noun) – administrative division; local 

government; governing body of a particular place 

(city, district). 

 eschew (verb) – avoid, ignore, reject, rebuff, refuse. 

 ideological (adjective) – relating to a system of 

ideas (ideology). 

 perspective (noun) – outlook, viewpoint, approach. 

 have one’s work/task cut out (phrase) – be faced 

with a tough task/work. 
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The Government’s decision to allow scheduled commercial international flights to resume operations 

from later this month will come as a big relief to the travel, tourism and hospitality sectors, which have been 

among the hardest hit by the pandemic. The International Air Transport Association estimates that the global 

aviation industry suffered about $201 billion in losses between 2020 and 2022 due to COVID-19 and the 

accompanying curbs on overseas travel and domestic mobility. The tourism and hospitality industry largely feeds 

off the aviation sector for its earnings and jobs growth, evident from estimates that in 2020 — the year of 

lockdowns — India’s foreign exchange earnings from tourist arrivals from abroad plummeted 76% from the 

previous year, to ₹50,136 crore. Official data show that in just the nine months ended December 2020, 21.5 million 

jobs were lost in tourism. However, the decision to open up international travel has coincided with the 

intensification of sanctions on Russia in the wake of its invasion of Ukraine, which in turn has sent oil prices soaring 

on fears of disruptions to global energy supply chains. The price of crude oil has zoomed close to historical peaks. 

As a result, aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices have also jumped by almost 60% year-on-year. This month, India’s 

state-owned oil marketing companies raised ATF prices for the fifth time this year, and this was before crude 

soared to near record highs. Fuel costs typically constitute about one fifth of a global airline’s operating 

expenditure and multiple price increases are certain to hurt airlines’ margins and viability. 

The conflict in Ukraine has also triggered a sharp jump in a wide range of commodity prices, that is 

potentially set to quicken inflation across the globe. This is bound to seep into the cost of overseas travel as well, 

with travellers needing to budget more for food and entertainment. Airlines will find it a challenge to fill seats 

profitably, given the combination of rising costs, economic uncertainty triggered by the conflict in Eastern Europe 

and the residual fear among travellers of new variants of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Strict regulations as various parts 

of the world cautiously open their borders to visitors will only add to the burden of the aviation and the hospitality 

industries. And, with the pandemic and restricted mobility having steered corporates to conduct business online 

effectively, getting business-related travel back to pre-pandemic levels will be a tough ask. Restoring visitor 

confidence through enforcement of COVID-19 protocols and widening vaccination coverage alone may not be 

enough. Estimates show that indirect taxes take away 21% of airlines’ revenue, hobbling the sector. Lowering ATF 

prices by cutting duties is an option the Government must weigh. Everything must be done to woo back more 

tourists. 

 

 the skies (noun) – airspace. 

 wide open (phrase) – fully open. 

 resumption (noun) – reopening, restarting, 

recommencement.  

 hospitality (noun) – an industry that includes 

restaurants, hotels, casinos, amusement parks, 

events, cruises, entertainment, and other tourism-

related services. 

 scheduled flights (noun) – (commercial) flights by 

the aircraft company on a regular basis (schedule) 

for the public transport of passengers, mail or 

cargo. The departure times are fixed and so is the 

routing. Flight details are very static and standard.  

 non-scheduled flights (noun) – charter flights; non-

scheduled flights are hired by individual passengers 

for their special purpose; flights as per the schedule 

of the individual passengers to meet their needs. 

The departure times and final destinations are set 

as per the individual agreement between the hirer 

and the aircraft company. 

 resume (verb) – restart, start again, recommence. 

 among (preposition) – one of, some of, amongst.   

 hit (verb) – affect badly. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 International Air Transport Association (IATA) – 

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) is 

the trade association for the world’s airlines, 

representing some 290 airlines or 83% of total air 

traffic. 

 estimate (verb) -roughly calculate, approximate, 

guess, evaluate. 

 aviation (noun) – air transport. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on account 

of, as a result of. 

 accompanying (adjective) – attendant, coexisting, 

coincident, coincidental, concomitant, concurrent. 

 curb (noun) – control, restraint, check, restriction, 

limitation. 

 overseas (adjective) – relating to a foreign country. 

 domestic (verb) – national, state, not international. 

 mobility (noun) – transportability. 

 largely (adverb) – mostly, mainly, generally. 
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 feed off (phrasal verb) – support, strengthen, 

fortify. 

 evident (verb) – visible, apparent, clear, obvious. 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 

people from leaving from a place; An extended 

state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a 

person by the authority. 

 foreign exchange earnings (noun) – monetary gain 

made by selling goods and services or by 

exchanging currencies in global markets 

 foreign exchange (forex or FX) (noun) – foreign 

exchange is exchanging the currency of one country 

for another at prevailing exchange rates. 

 plummet (verb) – fall, plunge, nosedive, tumble 

suddenly. 

 open up (phrasal verb) –  make available, make 

accessible. 

 coincide (verb) – occur simultaneously, happen 

together, coexist. 

 intensification (noun) – escalation, aggravation, 

exacerbation. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given 

to force a country to obey international laws by 

limiting or stopping trade with that country, by not 

allowing economic aid for that country, etc 

(Courtesy: VOA Learning English).  

 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of, in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of. 

 invasion (noun) – occupation, conquering, capture, 

seizure, annexation, annexing, takeover. 

 in turn (phrase) –  successively, sequentially. 

 soar (verb) – rise, increase (quickly). 

 crude oil (noun) – the raw natural resource that is 

extracted from the earth and refined into products 

such as gasoline, jet fuel, diesel and other 

petroleum products. 

 global value chains (GVC) (noun) – International 

production, trade and investments are increasingly 

organised within so-called global value chains 

(GVCs) where the different stages of the production 

process are located across different countries. (also 

known as the global supply chain). 

 zoom (verb) – rise sharply. 

 aviation turbine fuel (ATF) (noun) – a specialized 

byproduct of crude or petroleum used to power 

aircraft. 

 jump (verb) – rise, go up. 

 year-on-year (adjective) – year over year (for 

comparison). 

 state-owned (adjective) – government-owned, 

state-run. 

 soar (verb) – increase rapidly, shoot up, rise rapidly, 

escalate. 

 constitute (verb) – comprise, make up, compose, 

add up to, account for, represent. 

 certain (adjective) – unquestionable, sure, definite. 

 margin (noun) – profit margin. 

 viability (verb) – practicality, workability, feasibility 

(to work successfully). 

 conflict (noun) – war, armed conflict, battle, 

fighting. 

 trigger (verb) – bring about, cause, prompt, set off. 

 jump (noun) – rise, increase. 

 potentially (adverb) – likely, possibly, probably. 

 quicken (verb) – speed up, accelerate, step up. 

 inflation (noun) – simply meaning “cost of living”; 

an increase of price level of goods & services and 

vice versa decrease of currency value. 

 bound to (adjective) – sure, likely, guaranteed. 

 seep into (verb) – permeate, flow, drain into. 

 budget (verb) – allocate, allot, assign, designate, set 

aside. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, unreliability, 

riskiness/precariousness. 

 residual (adjective) – lingering, lasting, enduring, 

abiding, persisting. 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 

 add to (phrasal verb) – increase, exacerbate, 

aggravate, inflame, worsen, make worse, 

compound. 

 steer (verb) – guide, conduct, direct/lead. 

 pre-pandemic (noun) – before the pandemic. 

 a big/tough ask (phrase) – a difficult task. 

 enforcement (noun) – imposition, implementation, 

execution. 

 protocol (noun) – procedure, convention; pattern, 

method, system. 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 

 hobble (verb) – restrict/control/limit the activity or 

development of something. 

 weigh (verb) – consider, contemplate, think about, 

give thought to, deliberate about,  mull over, chew 

over, reflect on. 

 woo (verb) – pursue, tempt, coax, persuade, seek 

the support of, try to win, try to attract. 
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